INTRODUCTION

The most fertile Coastal belt from Ganjam in the North to Nellore in
the South, abounded by thick wily hilly tracts of the Eastern Gbats CHI the
West and the vast expanse of blue waters of Bay of Bengal on the East, is
popularly known as Andhra since the times immemorial. The rich Coastal
strip is about 50-150 kins wide at places and continuously nurtured by major
rivers like the Vainsadhara, the Godavari, the Krishna. The deltas formed at
the mouths of these rivers contain rich alluvial deposits facilitating a high
yield of variety of agricultural andhoritcultural produce. Its surface link with
the Bengal and the overseas trade in spices with the South-East added to the
economic exuberance of the region. Thus, it served as the nerve centre for
many an empire and evidently was the most sought after territory by many
an empire builder in the past
The region's potential for enormous surplus production in the agricul-
tural and the industrial sectors - and the well-knit roads and waterways
contributed to flourishing trade and commerce. Several urban and semi-
urban settlements sprang up on the Coast with various types of industries -
agricultural and non-agricultural. The busy economic activity played a
catalytic role in the cultniral exchanges between the North and the South.
Compared with the Western Deccan, the geographical location of the
Coromondal was more favourable to allowing easy access to the South from
theNorthandthe vice-versa, thus paying way for the fineamalgam of various
prominent Indian cultures and art forms tuning itself to the ever shifting sands
of Time. The distinct characteristic features of various cultural forms of the
sub-continent dissolved themselves into a smart and peculiar 'Andhra mould1
losing their identities. One significant and dynamic character of the Andhra
Culture has been its willing absorption of any iiresistable non-indigenous
culture.
The economic growth and cultural achievements attracted many an
outside adventurer to grab the political power by force and could hold the
region as long as he was aide to resist another. Perhaps, these characteristics
might have prevented the emergence of any empire or a kingdom to the
magnitude of that of the Satavahanas or the Kakatiyas or the Vijayaoagaia
with the seat of power within its central region. Those who ruled this region
with their capitals situated within itself like the Iksvakust the Vistaukuadins,